


0r of
How does it feel to be the most wanted man in the world?

t h e EolilEn
Caravan sends Berti l  Lintner to talk to tycoon-druglord

orirn$lE
Khun Sa at his sub-tropical kingdom in Homcing, Burma.

Photographed by Phil ip Blenkinsop.

H e  i s  t h e  r n o s t  w a n t e d  r n a n  i D  t h e
rvor ld .  For  the  1 tas t  ten  years ,  he  has

been l i v ing  rv i th  a  bounty  on  h is  head
a n d  o n  1  5  J a n u a r y  1 9 9 0 ,  t h e n  L . S  A t t o r -

r r e y - G c n e r a l  R i c h a r d  T h o r n b u r g h  a n -
nounced tha t  a  I ' c ' c le ra l  g rand ju ry  in

l l rook lyn ,  Nc ' rv  York ,  had f i led  a  sea led
i r t r l i c ' t r n e n t  a g a i n s t  h i r n  t h e  p l e v i o u s  D e -

t  t ' n r l r e r  f o l  s h i p p i n g  h e r o i n  t o  A m e r i c a .
T o  t l r r '  \ n r c l i c a n  D r u g  E n f o r c e r n e n t  A d -

Bro ' l r .n .  onc 'e  b randt ' r l  h i rn  " thc  rvors t

c n e l r l l  t l r c  l l o r l r l  h a s " .

" T h e y ' r ' c  j u s t  l a r t i n g  r v i t h  l - h c i r
n tou ths , "  c rhuck les  Khr rn  Sa.  " I 'm no t  the
r -nons ter  peop le  rnake me or r t  to  bc .  Look
here :  no  hurns . "  l le  g r ins  as  he  rn i rnes
l r o l r t s  a b o r  e  l r i s  h e a r l .

T h e  r v a y  K h u n  S a  d e s c r i b e s  i t ,  h c  i s  o n l y
t a x j n g  t h e  d r u g  t r a d e  t o  f i n a n c e  h i s  p o l i t i -
c a l  a i r n :  i n d e p e n d e n c c  f o r  l - h e  S h a n ,  o r ' I ' h a i

Y a i ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l  r n i -

n o r i t y  i n  n o r t h e a s t e r n

B u r m a ,  I o n g  e n s l a v e d

I r r  s u c c e s s i r  e  r c g i r n e s  i n

R a n g o o n .

A t  h i s  H o r n r l n g  h e a d -

q u a r t e r s  a c r o s s  t h c  b o r d e r

f r o r n  \ l a c  H o r r g  S o n  i r r
n o r t h r v e s t e r n  T h a i l a n r l

t h e r e  i s  a l s o  p r e c i o u s  l i t t l e

c v i d e n c c  o f t h e  s u p p o s e d  h u r r t

n r i n i : t l i r l i o r r ,  D E A ,  h e
i s  t l t e  I ) r ' i r r r . t '  o f  D a r k -

n e s s ,  t h t '  l ) a l r l o  I i s t ' o l t a r
o I  S o r r l l r e a : l  \ . i i r .

"He is a f trgit  i r  t '  i ) 'orn the
1u11. ;  h€  cont ro ls  r r tos t  o f  the

l r t r o i n  t r a r l t  l l o n r  t h e
( io l t len  Tr iang le  to  th t '  \ \ ' es t , ' ,

g ro t r  l s  an  an t i -narc .o t i cs  agcnt
i n  B a n g k o k .  F o r m e r '  [ , S  A r n -

bassar lo r  to  Tha i lanr t ,  W- i l l i a rn
L i n t n e r  a r d  B l e n L i n s o p





fo r  " the  no tor ious  n-a t lo rd"  Khun Sa.  By  no  s t re tch  r t f

t h c  i m a g i n a t i o n  c a n  t h e  p l a c e  l t e  t l e s c r i b e d  a s  a

jL rng l t :  h ide-ou t .  On the  cont ra ry ,  Horndng is  a  bus-

t l ing  to lvn  boas t ing  lve l l -s tock t 'd  sho l ts .  spac ious

rnarke t  p laces ,  a  l ve l l  la ic l -ou t  g r id  o f  roads  lv i th

s t r t ' t ' l  l i g l r l s  a l  n i g h l .

\ Io re  than 10 ,000 inhab i tan ts  l i ve  in  rvooden and

concre te  houses  amids t  f i ' u i t  t rees ,  mar t i cured  hec lges

and gardcr ts  a r lo rned rv i th  bouga inv i l lea  anc l  mar i -

go lds .  I luge  s ign-boards  ind ica te  u .hcre  you can have

vour  t rave l  permi ts  i ssucr l ,  o r  t .he  t rame o f  the  v i l lage ,

or  suburb ,  you  arc  pass ing  t .h rough.

T h e r e  a r c  s c h o o l s ,  a  B u d d h i s t  m o n a s t e r y ,  a  l v e l l

equ ipped hosp i ta l  r , v i th  opera t ing  theat re  and X- r 'ay

fac i l i t ies ,  v ideo ha l l s ,  karaoke l la rs .  t rvo  ho te ls ,  a

r l i sc ro  a r r r l  even a  smal l  pub l i c  park  cornp le te  rv i th

pathrvays ,  benches ar r r l  a  Ch i r rese-s ty l t '  l tav i l ion .
Overseas  ca l l s  can  be  p laced f , rom t rvo  co [ l rner -

c i a l l y - r u n  t e l e p h o n e  b o o t h s .  L o c a l  a r t i f a c t s ,  h i s t o r i -

ca l  pa in t ings  an i l  photographs  are  on  d isp lay  in  a

r re lv ly  opened cu l tu ra l  museum.  A hydroe lec t r i c

power  s ta t ion  is  undcr  cons t lL rc t ion  lvh ich  lv i l l  re -

p lace  thc  o ld  d iese l -po \vered  gcnera tor "s  cur ren t ly

prov id in  g  Hont r ing  r ,v i th  e lec t r i c i t y .

Other  unusua l  cons tmct ion  pro jec ts  inc lude an  18-

ho le  go l f  course  in tendec l  fo r  the  rnany  v is i t ing  Tha i ,

Ta iwanese,  S ingaporcan,  Hong l (ong,  N la lays ian ,

South  Korean and Japanese bus inessrnen f lock ing  to

buy  prec ious  s tones  a t  h is  ne lv  gem cent re  in  Horndng.

As  a  voung man,  Khun Sa h imse l f  was  an  av ic l  go l fe r .

Or .e r  the  years ,  he  has  rna t le  rnany  in f luent ia l  f r iends

over  a  garne o f  go l f .

l ' he  most  \ \ -an te( l  rnan in  the  rvor ld  i s ,  in  fac t ,

p u r s u e d  b y  n o  o n e .  I I e  l i v e s  i n  a  o n e - s t o r e y  c o n c r e t e

l - ru i l c l ing  sur rounr led  by  a  rve l l - tender l  garden fea tur -

ing  orch ids ,  Nor fo lk  p ines  ar r r l  s t ra lvber ry  f ie lds .

B u t  h i s  h o u s e  i s  a l s o  r i n g e d  b y  b u n k e r s  h o u s i n g  5 0 -

ca l ib re  an t i -a i rc ra f t  mach ine-guns  and s lvanns  o f

heav i l y  anned so ld ie rs .

" Y o u  n e v e r  k n o w , "  h e  s n i c k e r s .  " I  h a v e  a n  a r m y ,

s o  I ' r n  f r e e .  L o o k  a t  p o o r  A u n g  S a n  S u u  K y i .  S h e ' s  g o t

n o  a r m y  s o  s h e ' s  u n d e r  h o u s e  a r r e s t . "  T h a t ,  h o r v -

e v e r ,  r l o c s  n o t  a p p e a l  t o  b e  t h e  o n l y  d i f f e r e n c e

b e t w e c n  K h u n  S a ,  t h e  L o r d  o f  t h e  G o l d e n  T r i a r r g l e ,

a n d  t h e  i n c a r c e r a t e d ,  h i g h l y  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l e a d e r  o f

B u r m a ' s  p r o - c l  e m o c r a  c y  m o v e m L ' n t .

Gar ru lous  an t l  soc ia l .  the  rnar r  h is  fo l lon  e ls  s im-

p l y  c a l l  " T h e  G e n e r a l "  c n j o y s  e n t e r t a i n i n g  h i s  d i n -

n e r  g u e s t s  r v i t h  k a r a o k e  r e n d i t i o n s  o f  T a i w a n e s e

p o p  s o n g s .  B e f o r e  d i n n e r ' ,  t h a t  i s .  N o b o d y  t o u c h e s

t h e  f o o d  u n t i l  t h c  G e n e r a l  h a s  p e r f o l m e d  h i s  n u r n -

b c r s  a n d  h a d  a  r n o r s e l  o f  r i c e  a n d  c u r r y  h i m s e l f .

O n l y  t h e n  r l o  t h e  o t h e r s  c l i g  i n .  S o m e t i m e s  s e v e r a l

t h o u s a n t l  t l i n r t c r  € i u e s t s  a t t e n d  h i s  k a r a o k e  d i r r n e r

p a r t i e s :  f a i t h f u l  f o l l o w c t s ,  s o l d i e r s  i n  u n i f o r r n  a n d

s p e c i a l l y  i n v i t e d  " f o r e i g n  g u e s t s " ,  w h o  u s u a l l y  p r e -

f e r  t o  r e m a i n  a n o n y r n o u s .

In  pe lson.  Khun Sa is  a  char is rna t ic  f ig l r re ,  I ' ca rc t l

anc l  ac lmi red  a t  thc  sarne  t i rne .  I Ie  can be  ex t remc lY

charnring arld gener'orts, l) t l t  he is also knorvrt to har'-e

sho'wn l i t t le rnercy rvhen people har-e cornc in his rvay.

About  a  year  ago.  more  than a  hun i l rc t l  v i l l agers  rvere

gunned dorvn  nor th  o f  l lo r l rc i t rg  fo r  bc ing  audac ious

enough to  se l l  the i r  op iu t t r  to  another  rvar lo r r l .

\ l -hen l te 's  no t  s ing ing .  he  l tunc tua les  h is  ta lk  \Y i th

gu lTarvs  o f  Iaughter .  Secure  ar tc l  a l t t ros t  ru rcha l lenget l .

he  has  abso lu te  cont ro l  o f  an  en te t 'p r i sc  tha t  to ta ls ,  by

Arner ican  es t imates .  L f  5$200 rn i l l i on  a  ] -car .  Genera l

Khun Sa.  rvhose na l t l c  r r lea l ts  "Pr in t ' t '  P rosperor ts " ,

can afford to laugl 'r  arrd sing.

IJorn  in  1934 o l 'a  Shan -  o r  Tha i  Ya i  -  mother  anc l  a

Ch inese fa ther  in  I Ipa-perng v i l lage  on  [ ,o i  \ ' Ia rv ,  a

spec tacu la r  rnounta in  over look ing  the  Sa l ' l veen r i ver

ir-r thc far north of Burrna's Shan States, Khun Sa gre'r 'v

up  as  an  orphan.  I l i s  fa thcr  d ied  rvhen he  rvas  th ree

and h is  rno ther  remar r ie t l  the  " tnyosa" ,  o t '  loca l  tax

co l lec to r ,  o f  the  snra l l  to rvn  o I 'N Iong ' f  an-arn  Lrnder  the

"saohpa" ,  o r  p r i r l ce ,  o f  the  Shan Sta te  o f  N ' I r ing  Ya i .

T lvo  years  la te r ' ,  she  d ied  as  lve l l .

\



"They're just farting with their msuths," chuckles
Khun Se. "l'm nnt the monster people make
me out to be. took here: ns hornsl'

Khun Sa \ ras  a  ncg lec ted  ch i l c l .  \ l -h i le  l t i s  th lee

s tepbro the ls  -  sons  o f  thc  \ Idng ' - f  awrn  "n tvosa"  an t l

anothcr  o f  l t i s  rnany  n ' i ves  -  r . ren t  to  n t i ss ionar '5

s c h o o l s  a r t d  r v c l e  g i v e n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  n a r n e s  O s c a r .

B i l l y  a r rd  N lorga l .  the  5 'oung Khun Sa u 'as  ra isec l  b - -v

h is  ( lh inese g lanc l fa ther  a r r t i t l  the  popp l -  f ie lds  o1 'Lo i

N ler rv  rnounta i r r .  I I i s  on l l -  educat io r r  cons is tec l  r t f  t r  I ' c t l

y c a l s  a s  a  " d e k  w a t " .  a  t e r n p l e  b o 1 .  i t r  a  l o c a l  B u c l d h i s t

rnonas te l ' \ .  Evcr t  todat  ,  a l l  con ' t ' s l to t rc lence is  read to

h in r  anr l  h is  rep l ies  a re  d ic ta tcd .

Bnt  hc  r " l .as  popu lar  n ' i th  the  g i r l s  i r r  Lo i  \ la rv .  Hc  s t r r tg

u-c I I  and he  r ' r 'as  chann ing .  " \ I1 'g lanr l fa ther  ncve l  hac l

to give me an-y pockct rnone\," Khun Sa sa-1,-s, snri l ing at

the  mcrnor ' \ .  "The g i r l s  a lu -a- rs  took  cn le  o f  Ine . "

Khun Sa ga iner l  h is  f i r s t  r t r i l i ta ry  exp t - r ' ien t 'e  in  sk i r -

rn ishes  r r - i th  \a t iona l i s t  Ch inese fo rces  w 'ho  l ta t l  se t  t rp

basc  a t  Lo i  \ la rv  in  the  ear l t  1950s .  Fo l lo lv ing  NIao

Z c t l o n g ' s  v i c t o r - v  i n  C h i n a  i n  1 9 4 9 .  t h o u s a n t l s  o 1 '

Kuornintang solr l iels came streartr ing south, arvay l}om

the comrnr rn is ts  and in to  thc  Shan Sta tes  o f  Burma.

R 1 -  1 9 5 2 .  r n o r e  t h a n  1 0 , 0 0 0  N a t i o n a l i s t  ( l h i n e s e

t roops  had taken re fuge in  these re tno tc  l to rder lands .

T h e r c .  t h e 1 ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  s t r i n g  o f  s c c l e t  b a s e s  f r o m

l l  h ich  the l  t r ie r l  rv i th  Ta i rvanesc  ar r t l  A tner ica t t  s t t l t -

por t  to  l ccon( lue l '  thc  rna in land.  I t  rvas  the  C- l lA 's  f i rs t

secre t  r ra r ,  long  be fo le  the  agency  bc t 'a rne  invo lved

i n  s i m j l n l  o p e r a t i c l n s  i n  C n b a ,  l , a o s ,  N i c a r a g u a ,  A f -

g l r a r r i s t a n  a n d  A n g o l a .
' l ' he  

Kuont in tang c la i rner l  to  be  f ig l I t i r tg  fo r  f i ' eec lo rn .

But  lo r  the  peo l l le  l i v i t ' rg  a long the  Bur rna- ) t tnnar t

f ) 'on t ie r .  the i r  in r -as ion  tncar l t  a  re ig t ' r  o l  ten 'o r  as  the

\ a t i o n a l i s t  C h i n e s e  s t a r t e d  c o l l e c t i r t g  t a x e s  a n d  r e -

c lu i ts .  A t  the  agc  o f  1 f i .  Khun Sa -  obv ious lY  an  en ter -

prisirrg ) 'oung nran - forrne d his orvn arrned bantl  tcr

f ig l r t  the  in tmt le rs .  ln  1960,  h is  smal l  p r iva te  a rmy was

e\ ,en  recogn i  sed  o f f i c i  a l l y  as  the  "Lo i  N la rv  K  a  Krve  )  e " ,

a homt- gualcl unit  undel t l te Bunnese at 'rny. "Ka Klvt:

\e "  (KKY) .  lh ich  l i te ra l l y  n rcar l t  "c le fence"  in  Rr r r -

n lcse .  u 'as  Rangoon 's  i t lea  o f  a  loca l  rn i l i t i a  to  f igh t  the

Kuorn in tang as  u  e l l  as  loc 'a l  re l te ls .

The p lan  l las  to  ra l l y  as  rnany  loca l  l var lo rds  as

poss ib le .  rnos t l -y  non-po l i t i ca l  b r igauds  anc l  p r iva tc

arrn). corr lrnanrlers. l tehind thc Burmesc annY jr l  t 'x-

changc fo l  the  r igh t  to  t rse  a l l  gove ln rner l t -con t r 'o l le r l

roads  anc l  to \Tr lS  in  thc  Shan Sta tcs  I 'o r  op iunr  s rnug-

g l ing .  81 '  t ra r l ing  in  op iu rn .  Rangoon hopet l  tha t  the

KKY rn i l i t i as  rvou ld  bc  se l f -suppor t ing .

The rva l lo rds .  rvho  \ \  e re  s t lpposed to  f igh t  the  i l r sur -

gents ,  s t rengthc t ted  the i r  p l i va te  a lmies  and p t l rc 'hasec l

n' i th opiurn rnonc]. al l  the rni l i tary equiprnent avai l-

ab le  on  the  b lack  rnarke t  i t t  Tha i lan t l  anc l  Laos :  \ ' I -16

and Brorur ing  au torna t ic  r i I l cs ,  N '1 -79  grenac le  launch-

e ls  anr l  57rnnr  rcco i l less  r i f les .  Some o f  t l ' re r r r '  inc l r rd -

ing  Khun Sa.  r re re  soor r  be t te r  e r lu i l lpc t l  tha l r  the

Rur rnese ar r t ty  i t se l f .

\ \ -hcn  Kh l t t r  Sa  l 'as  on ly  55  years  o l t l ,  hc  dec ided t t r

cha l lenge the  s t tp rernac .Y o f  the  rn t tch  r t to l 'e  s t ' r t io r '

op inm s-a l lo rc ls .  Kuorn in tang gc t te la ls  L i  \ \ ' .enhuan

anc l  Duan X i rvcn .

I n  \ I a 1  1 9 6 7 .  h e  s e t  o u t  f r o m  t l t t -  h i l l s  o f  t h e  n o r t h -

ern  Shan Sta tes  rv i th  a  la rge  cont ingent  o f  so ld ie rs  a r t t l

a  rnass ivc ,  16- ton  op iu r r t  cor lvoy"  r les t i l red  fo r  Ban

Khs.ar t .  a  s rna l l  Laot ian  lu r r rber  v i l lage  across  th t '



He was placed in a lsne
cell with nsbsdy to talk
tn, only a Eopy nf to l{uan-
Chung's famCIus f,hinese
wsrk, Ramantre sf the
Three Kingdoms.

N{ek  ong r i r -e r  f  ro rn  Ch iang Saen.  \ Io le  t ra r le t ' s  io ined
h is  conr .o t ,  so  by  the  t i rne  i t  reacher l  thc  c i tv  o f
K e n g l - r r n g  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  S h a n  S t a t e s ,  i t s  s i n g l e - f i l c
co l r r rnn  o f f  i r , -e  h r rndrec l  n ren  an t l  th lce  h l rn t l re r l  rnu les
s t re tchcd a lo r rg  thc  r i r lgcs ic les  f  o r  o r  e  l  a  rn i l c .

The cor r r -o }  c rossed the  N lckong l i r -e r  on  1 .1 ,  a t rc l  15
.hr ly  -  an t l  the  Kuunr in ta lg  rushcd to  i l t te r ' ( ' c l t t  i t .
I lundrerds  o f  I ' i gh te rs  t -a rnc  r lo rv r r  f ro rn  Tarn  \gob ar rd
\ ' I a e  S a l o r r g  o n  t h c  T h a i - B u r r n a  b o r c l e r .  O n  t h e  2 g t h .
thcy  a t ta ( ' ked .  F ie rce  f igh t ing  rangt  r [  l i r r  ser  e la l  r la l  s ,
and rvoundt  d  so ld ie rs  f i ' o rn  l to th  s ic les  n -c re  t r .ea ted
at  hosp i ta ls  in  Ch i t rng  Ra i .  nher .c  they  o f ten  cnc le r l  r rp
in  the  saure  rvar r l s ,  cha t t ing  u- i th  each o thcr  anr l
s h a r i n g  c i g a r c t t e s .

' I ' hc  ou tconre  o f the  ba t t le  i s  s t i l l  sonren l r t r t  o l t sc r t re .
Genera I  Ouane Rat t i konc ,  the  corurnander ' - in -ch ic i 'o f
Roya l  Lno Armv.  ran  severa l  hero i t r  le f i t re r ies  in  the
nearb .y  Ban F Ioue l '  Sa i  a lea  a t  th is  t iu rc ,  anr l  hc  sent  t l re
Lao a i l  fb rce  to  l tomb the  ba t t le  s i tc .  Of l i c ia l l v .  he
chcated  l to th  l ih r rn  Sa and the  l (uonr in tang,  a r r t l  n ra t l c
o f f  rv i th  Lhe op iu rn .  Other  sourc 'es  s i l y  thc  op iu rn  ha t l
a l ready  be tn  so l r ' I ,  a r rd  tha t  Khun Sa s r r l t ser luent lv
rnac le  h is  f i r ; s t  s ign i f i ca i l t  in \ . ( ' s t rne l t  in  Thn i lanr l .

Khun Sa .rvi ts grou.ing st l 'ongcr anrl  nrolc poucr.ful
by  the  day .  In  Septc rn l tc r  1969,  t r , r ,o  de legates  l i ' r t rn  thc
rebe l  Shan S la te  Army I  ra r -e l l cd  in  r l i sgu ise  up  to  KhLr  n
Sa 's  l tase  in  the  to rvn  o f  ' I ' ang-van 

to  pc t .sua( lc  h in r  to
s ' l v i t c 'h  s ides .  L .n l i ke  n los l  o ther ' l to rve l lu I  hontc  guard
comrnanders .  rvho  rverc  e lh r r i c  Ch inese.  K l r t r l  la  w as
at  l cas t  ha l f -Shan.  But  ncrvs  o f  the  nree t ing  leakcd or r t :
On 29  Octo l te r ' ,  Khr tn  Sa \ \as  a r l .es tec l  i r r  the  Shan
Sta tcs '  cap i ta l  o f  ' l ' aunggy i  

as  l re  l  as  re tu rn ing  f i .o r t r  t r
bus iness  t f  ip  to ' l ' ach i l ck  on  the  Iha i  bor r le r .

I Ie  ' i vas  in tp r isoncc l  in  N lanr la lay  a r rc l  t ' l ra rger l  r r - i th
h igh  t leasor r  fo l  the  contac ts  rv i th  t l te  re l te ls .  [ {e  .w ,as

p lac 'ed  in  a  lone ce l l  rv i th  nobor l - -v  to  ta lk  to ,  on I r , ,  a  cop l
o f  Lo  Kuan-Chung 's  famous ( lh inese uork .  l l r ln ln r l r . r ,
qf the 7'ht 'ee l{ in54clorns. The davs of the s.n,astr l tuckl ing
Khr rn  Sa \ \ . r ' l ' e  over .  -  o t ' ,  i l t  leas t ,  tha t  r , las  nhat  ahnc ls t
e ! ' c ryone l te l ieved a t  the  t ime"

On 16 \p r i l  1971,  Cha l l i c .  \ \  in .  a  ] -o ru lg  S ino-Br r r -
n ) c s e .  e n t e t ' e r l  T a u n g g v i  i n  l l ' o a d  d a t l i g h t  l i t h  a  s e c -
t ion  o1 'so l r l i c l s  f i ' on  t l te  e r -T ,o i  \ la rv  KKY anc l  k ic l -
n n p p t - d  t r t o  C j a u c ' a s i a r r  r u e n  a s  h o s t a g e s . ' l ' h c  r e b e l s
ha l l - ran .  l t r rsh ing  thc i r  Car rc .as inn  capt i r  es  in  f i ' on t  o f
them.  un t i l  th t ' r  t ' eachc t l  the  ou tsk i r ts  o f  

' I ' aur rgg t i .

u ' h e l t ' a  c a l ' \ \ a s  u a i t i n g .  C h a r l i c  \ \ ' i n ' s  c l e n r a n d  u , a s
the  re lease.  o l  thc  in ip l i sor rcc l  I ihun  Sa.

T h e  a c c i r l e n t a l  c a p t i r e s  t u r n e r l  o u t  l o  l l c  t r v o  R u s -
s i a r r  c l o c ' t u l s  i n s l t c c t i n g  a  S o r  i e t - l t u i l t  h o s p i t a l  i n
' I ' aLrngg l i .  

An  en t i l c  t l i v i s iou  o f  go . r -cnr rncn t  t roops
u ' a s  t l r r o l n  i r r  t o  l e s c r r c  t h e  R u s s i a n s .  T h e  o l t e r a t i o r r
\ \ i l s  u n s u ( ' c e s s l i r l .  T t  w a s  r r o t  u n t i l  , { u g u s t  1 9 7 , 1 ,  t h a t
t l t  c  hos tage s  \ \  e l 'e  e \  en t  r r  a  l l I  Ie lca  sed -  t .h roug l r  Tha i -
I tn r r l .  I ihun  Sa 's  t r ren  agrcer l  to  s ( ' t  the ln  f ree ,  suppos-
c r lh  r rnc 'ond i t iona l l r ' .  l tu t  l t t  s t ra r rge  c 'o inc ic lenc .c .  Khun
Sa u 'as  rc leased f i ' o rn  ja i l  in  \ la r rda la t '  on  g  Septern-
ber .  \ \  ha t  t rc tua l l l -  happencd is  no  longer  any  se( ' t ' e t :
Cer r t ' ra I  l ( r ' i angsak  [ ]hornana l t .  the  cu l tn rar rdc l  o l  t l t c
r ro r the ln  Tha i  f i r rces ,  had l teen c .a l le r t  i t r  l t r  Rar rgoon
t o  n e g o t i a t e  n  i t h  K h t r n  I I s c n g .  I i h r r n  S a ' s  u n c ' I e .  f o r  a r r
e r c h a n g e  o f  p l i s o n e l s .

Tor lay .  Khun Sa is  r lu i t c  p lo r r r l  o f  tha t  cxp lo i t :  , , I ' ve

n e \  e l ' h e a r d  o f  a t r v o n e  s n a t c h i n g  S o v i e t  c i t i z e n s .  R u t
n l y  n l e n  l r a v e  d o n e  i t . "

C l ra l l ie  \ \ - in  nas  re rvar r l cc l  b l  Khun Sa u- i th  a
t t 'a t l ing  house in  thc  nor the ln  Tha i  c ' i t1 -  o f  C l r i  ang  NIa i .
l ,oca ted  a tound the  curncr  f ronr  \ Ioon \ Iuang Roar t ,



Ohiang N ' la i ' s  tour is t  s t t ip ,  i t  i s  consp i t ' t rous  l t v i t s  so l id

i ron  ga tc  and lo rb i r ld ing  l t igh  rva l l .

A f te r  Khr rn  Sa rvas  re lcascd,  l te  u .as  kept  t rn t le r

surve i l lnncc  i r r  N lan t ta lay  fo l  a  rvh i le , l tu t  rnanaget l  t t r

s l ip  au .ay  i r t  ca l l l  197 t i  a r rd  le tu r l l  to  h is  meu in  the

jung le .  Thcy  had a l ready  sc t  up  a  t tc \ r  cn lnp  a t  B i l r l

H in  Taek  nor th rves t  o f  Ch iang Ra i .  ac ' tua l lY  we l l  in -

s ide  T l ra i lanr l ,  rvhcrc  a  pou-er f i r l  t re rv  a r t te t l  fo lce

cnrerged:  the  Shan lan t l  L In i te  t l  Ar rn l  .  o r  the  SL.A.  T l t t '

forcrc lvtrs dorninatt: t l  bv Chinetsc opiunt nI(-.r ' (rhal l ts

ar r r l  cx -Kuorn in tang o l f i cers .  b t t t  by  ac lc l ing  "Shar t "  to

the  r ran le  o f  t .he i r  a rnry  the-y  e r . iden t l ] '  ho l ted  to  ga in

favours  I ' r ' o rn  the  c lose l t  - r 'e l t r t t ' d  Tha is .  l ' h t t  le fe r  tc r

the  Sht rns  ns  " ' I ' ha i  I  a i " .
' I 'he nerv l lase u as clevcloping fast. Heloin retf incl ies

rvere  es ta t r l i shed in  thc  h i l l s  nor th  t ) f  I lan  H i r t  Taek .

r , r 'here  un i fo r rned SLI  A  so ld ie rs  rn i r rg le t [  r ' l i t ] r  Bo lder

Pat ro l  po l i cerncn and Tha i  paran t i l i ta ry  fo rccs .  The

on ly  connect ion  rv i th  the  res t  o f  ' I ' ha i la r r r l  cons is tcd  o f

a lutter[ r l i r t  track over the hi l ls. but t l ' r is onl"v servctl  to

concca l  rvha t  rvas  a t  the  end o f  the  roa( l :  a  l loomi l tg

sc t t le rnent  o f  t ' l v t t -s to re l - .  co t rc re te  mc l ' chant  houses .

spra ' rv l ing  marhet  p laces ,  c i l t c lnas .  l t ro t l te ls .  a l tn l r

bar racks ,  a  ( lh inese te rnp le  a r t t l  a  Shan pago( la .

For  a  rnan l i kc  l (hun Sa -  r ' i r tua l l1 -  r rner luc t t tc t l  and

ra ised by  fos te r  parer l t s  -  th is  rvas  qu i te  an  ach ie lc -

n len t .  He proud l l  inv i te  d  h is  s tep l t lo thers  to  jo in  h in l ,

and bo th  Oscar  and R i l l l '  ca l t l c .  \ lo rgan rvas  a l rea t l l '

n - e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a  l e g i t i n r a t e  b r t s i n e s s t t l a t t  i r t

Bn l r r ra .  Dr iven  by  a  s taunch an t i -cornr r l t t t t i s l .  z t ' .a l  -

anr l  b - -v  the  c les i rc  to  ma in ta in  a  good re la t ionsh ip  rv i th

h is  T l r t r i  hos ts  -  Khun Sa sent  h is  so ld ie rs  to  l ' r c lp

p lo tec t  roar l  cons tn tc t ion  c rc \ I rs  in  re rno te  a reas  o1 '

I 'haiI  anrl  u'het 'c there rvtts c' t trnrnutt ist i  n surgcn t ' -1 .  I{c

es tab l i shec l  a  c lose ,  l le l ' sona l  re la t ions l r i l t  rv i th  ( lo lo -

ne l  Sur lsa i  I {asd in ,  a  o l tcc  p t tu  e r lu l  ' l -ha i  co lone l  rvhr r

u .as  the  "Godfa thcr " '  o f  the  ex t le r l le  R igh t  in  t l t c  1970s .

Br r t  e r -en  so ,  Khun Sa 's  opc-n  prese l tce  a t  l lan  I I in
' I ' aek  l t  ecarne a  rna j  o r  i t r te lna t i  o t ra l  e tn  ba l rassrn  c r l t .

The ' l ' ha i  a r . r thor i t ies  had to  tnove aga i r ts t  h i rn .  So on

21 . Ianuary  1982,  about  a  thousant l  pararn i l i ta r '1  lo tccs ,

rna in l - -v  l i ' o rn  t l ' r c  borc le r  po l i ce  in  Tak  bu t  a lso  in t ' l  r r t l -

ing  range ls  f ro r r r  the  spec ia l  r ' va l fa re  camp a t  Pak

Thong Cha i  near  Nakorn  l {a tchas i t l ra ,  su t ' ld t :n ly  ap-

pearec l  in  Ban H in  Taek .  Suppo l ted  by  aerop lanes  and

he l icop tc r  g r - rnsh ips .  the-Y s ta r tcd  shoot ing  in to  the

r - i l l age .  F ie lce  f igh t ing  raged fo r  se le ra l  t lays  be fore

Khun Sa re t rea ted  ac l 'oss  the  border  to  Rt t t ' rna .

Har r t l y  by  co inc idence,  h igh- ra r lk ing  o f l i c ia ls  f i ' o rn

thc  L .S  Enrbass l  i r r  Bangkok  were  preset ' r t  a t  Oh iang

\ Ia i  th roughout  the  campaign .  The t iS  Drug Enf 'o rce-

nren t  A t l rn in is t ra t ion  u-as  f le r ing  i t s  mt rsc les ,  an t l

p ressur ing  the  Tha i  in to  tnov ing  aga ins t  " the  mot t -

s t e r "  i r t  t h e  n o l t h e r n  h i l l s .

l lorvcr.er ' .  rvi thin a Jear of the batt le for Ran Hin

Taek,  the  SLIA ha t l  no t  on l l '  re l )u i l t  i t s  sha l te re t l  I ' o rces ;

i t  had a lso  er t t 'n t le t l  i t s  i r t f luence r igh t  a l r t t rg  a l rnos t

the  en t i re  l to rde t  be t r rcen Tha i lanc l  and Bt t r rna 's

S l r a n  S t a t c .  K h u r r  S a  l t u i l t  u p  h i s  n e u -  h c a d q u a r t e r s  a t



I lonrdr rg .  un t i l  then  t r  sn ta l l  v i l l age  o f  abor r t  a  r lozcn
rarn-shack l t '  l tanr l too  hr r ts .

Khun Sa s t i l l  renrc rnbet ' s  h is  o ld  t i r -a l  Kuonr i t r tang
gene la l  L i  \ \  e t rhuan . l v i th  l t i t te rness :  . . I  ha tc  tha t  n t  an .
He h t rd  n le  a l rL 's te ( l  in  1960 u ,her r  I  carnc  t lo ln  to  h is
ca lnp  or r  the  ' I ' ha i  l to l r le r  to  t t r ry  g r r r rs .  I le  cv ic len t lv
saw l r le  as  a  l lo tcn t ia l  l i r -a l  a l though I  r . l  as  thcn  on lv  26
years  o l t l .  That ' s ' rvh t  I  sen t  rny  Inen to  l t lo r . l  up  h is
h o u s e  i n  C h i a n g  \ I a i  i n  N l t r r c h  1 9 8 4 . "

' I ' he  b las t  tha t  des t royed Cener t r l  L i ' s  res ic lenc .c  on
Faharn  Roac l  in  Ch iang Nta i  on  11  l la rch  lg l l . l  co t r ld  be
heard  a l l  over  t l te  c i ty .  Roof tops  in  the  er r t i re  ne igh-
bclurhood u'ere bloryn olT as rvel l  ernrl  over'  .1,0 other.
I touses  in  the  i rnmed ia te  v ic in i ty  were  l tad l t  c lan tager t .

S i r r c e  h e  r n e l g c d  h i s  S L I A  i n  1 9 8 5  l , i t h  a n o t h e r
lebe l  a rmy i r f  Shan Sta te ,  the  Ta i  Revo lu t ionary  Coun-
c i l ,  h e  h a s  t r a i n e d  t h o r r s a n c l s  o f  n e r v  r e c r u i t s  a n r l
lap id ly  expandt 'd  h is  a r .ea  o f  in f luence.  Ta l i ing  in to
a c c o u n t  b a t t l e  c ' a s u  a l t i c s ,  c l e f c c t i o n s  a t r d  d c s e r t i o n  s .
h is  fo rce  -  l to \v  ca l le td  thc  N l r i r rg  ' I ' a i  An l l  -  l r lav
a l r c a r l y  t o t a l  r n o r e  t h a n  2 0 , 0 0 0  r n e n .  T h i s  r t r t r k e s  i t
t h e  b i g g e s t  l e b e l  a n t r \ -  i n  A s i a  t o ( l a y .

' I ' hc  tvea l tonry  he  l ras  assern l t led  is  a lso  i r r rp les-
s i r - e .  " I t  d o e s t r ' l  n r a k e  s c n s e  t o  r a i s c  t h i s  k i n c l  o f  a l n t \
i f  h i s  o n l v  i n t e r ' ( ' s t  w a s  I o  t r a d e  i n  n a l c o t i c s . , '  s a y s
Ad l ian  Corve l l ,  a  \  e te l 'an  Br i t i sh  r locurnenta l .v  f i l tn -
Inake l  rvho  has  fo l lo rved the  s i tua t ion  in  thc  Co ldern
1 ' r ' i t rng le  s inc 'e  the  1960s.

S o  l r h a t  i s  i t  t h e n  t h a t  r n o t i v a t c s  K h u n  S a ?  D r . u g s
an( [  p f  i \ -a te  ku t 'aoke par . t i cs  rnav  bc  t$ -o  i rnpor tan t
f a c t o r s .  b t r t  n o t  t h e  o n l r ,  o n e s .  K h u n  S a  o l t v i o u s l y
l o r  e s  h i s  l l c \ 1 ' I ' o l c  a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  l e a r l e t ' o f ' t h e  S h a n s .
T o  s t r e n g t h e n  h i s  n a t i o n a l i s t  i r n a g e ,  K h u n  S a  c ' o n -
r c n e r l  a  S l r a n  " l t t r l l i a r n e n t "  a t  H o m r i n g  i n  D e c e t r l t e r
Ias t  vear ' .  I lunr l le r l s  o1 'dc legates  f i ' o r r t  I ' i l l agcs  across
S l t t r n  S t a t e  c a n r e  r l o n ' n  t o  a t t e n ( l  t h e  r n e e t i l t g s  a n d  t o
l i s t c n  t o  h i s  s c p a r a t i s t  r r r c s s a g e .

I t  i s  a l s o  e r ' i d c n t  t h a t  l ( h u n  S a  i n  h i s  o w n  w a y
lea l l l  apprec ia tcs  the  fac ' t  th t r t  he  is  fa rnor rs  -  the
DEA w 'ou ld  say  i r r fa tnous  -  a l l  over  thc  . l vor ld .  The
l l r r i f i i a t ion  Church  o f  the  Kore t rn  re l ig io r rs  rnaver ick
\ l o o n  S u n  N l l  u r r g  h a s  b e e r r  i n  t o u c h  r v i t h  I ( h u n  S a  t o
e s t a b l i s h  c h u l c h e s  i n s i d e  h i s  t e r r i t o r . \ ,  " R u t  w e ' r ' c
l l u d d h i s t s ,  n o t  ( l h l i s -

t i a n s , "  o n e  o f  K h r r n  S a ' s

a ic les  contp la i r rcd .
' l ' he  N loon ies  f  i l ' s t  con-

t a c t e ( l  t h e  S h a n s  i n  l g 8 5  -

t o  h i r e  " s t l i n g e r s "  I b r

t l r e i r  n e \ v s I ) a p e r ,  T h e
II 'cts h ir tgtort l l l rr :s. Noth-

i n g  c ' a m e  o r r t  o f  t h a t  ( t h c
gu1-  th t ' v  ue le  in  touc 'h
r r i t h  r v a s  a s s a s s i n a t e d  i n

a r r  u n l c l a t e d  i n c i d e n t ) .

l tu t  "n r iss iona l i cs"  f t ' o rn

t h e  R c r - .  \ I o o n ' s  I i n i f i c a -

R y o i c h i  S a s a k a w a



t ion  Church  have v is i ted  Hornong severa l  t i rnes .

most  rcccn t ly  las t  year .

T h e  S a s a k a w a  P e a c e  F o u n c l a t i o n .  f o u n d e d  b y

Ryoichi Sasakarva, a fornrcr Japanese rvar crirninal

who r tow asp i les  to  thc  Not rc l  Peace Pr ize ,  has  a lso

expressed i r l te res t  in  Khun Sa 's  ac t iv i t ies .  n raybe rv i th

the  prospec t  o fsuppor t ing  educat iona l  p ro jec ts  in  the

a r e a  u n r l e r  K h u n  S a l s  c o n t r o l .  " R i c h  p c o p l e "  i n  T a i -

l van  a l ready  suppor t  a  Ch inesc  language schoo l  a t

Homr ing .  H is  o lyn  organ isa t ion  pays  annua l ly  fo r  doz-

ens  o f  p romis ing  young peop le  to  be  sent  abroad to

s tudy ,  most  o f  thern  to  Ta i rvan bu t  sorne  to  . Iapan.

l iurope and America. For a rnan rvho lvas deniecl

educat ion ,  schoo l ing  is  i rnpor tan t .

And,  desp i tc  a l l  the  an t i -d rug  bravado in  the  US.

Khun Sa has  some in f lucn t ia l  Amer ican f r iends .  too .

Jamcs "Bo"  Gr i tz ,  a  h igh ly  decora ted  V ie tnam Wal

hero  lvho  now spends rnuch o f  h is  t ime search ing  fo r

Amer ican POWs and N{ IAs  in  lndoch ina ,  be longs  to

Khun Sa 's  rnos t  a rdent  adrn i re rs  in  the  l - - lS .  l le  has

t rave l led  severa l  t imes up  to  Hornr jng  to  d iscuss  NI IA

issues  r ' v i th  " I 'he  Genera l . "  These t r ips  have been

f inancet l  by  Texas  o i l  t ycoon Ross  Pero t ,  the  1992 t - rS

pre  s ident ia l  cand ida te .

Another  Arner ican  acqua in tance is  Sh i r ley  D.  Sac ,  a

New York gem clealer and social i te lvho at one stage

sa id  she rvas  go ing  to  sponsor  a  Shan hurnan r igh ts

foundat ion .  On the  wa l l  in  h is  house hangs a  f ra rned

photograph o f  Amer ican mode l  tu rned Br i t i sh  soc ia l -

i te, Lady tsrockett,  sport ing a pair of ruby-studded

shoes ' rvh ich  Khun Sa sent  hcr  as  a  p resent .

" I  d e s i g n e t l  t h o s e  s h o e s  m y s e l f , "  K h u n  S a  s a y s

l v i t h  e v i c l e n t  p r i d e .  H i s  a r t i s t i c  s k i l l s  a r e  o b v i o u s

a l s o  f r o m  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  h i s  r e s i c l e n c e :  t h e  n e a t

g a r d e n ,  t h c  I ' i s h  p o n d s ,  t h c  f l o r v e r  b c d s .  H e  a p p r e c i -

a tc 's  beautv .  and even rvhen he  had to  h ide  in  the

l u n g l e  a f t e r  t h e  a t t a c k  o n

B a n  H i n  l ' a e k  i n  1 9 8 2 ,

v i s i t o r s  t o  h i s  s e c r e t

c a r n p  \ Y e r e  a s t o n i s h e d  t o

s e e  l h e  l t r s h  a n t l  l u x u r i -

o u s  o a s i s  h e  h a c l  r n a n -

a g e d  t o  c r c a t e  u n d e r  t h e

c a n o p y  o f  t r c c s .

I (hun Sa 's  a l t i s t i c '  sk i l l s
-  as  r ' ve l l  as  h is  mus ica l

ta len t  -  a re  some o f  the

rnost berviklerin g aspccts

o I '  h is  cornp lex  persona l -

i t y .  He des igns  no t  on ly

s h o e s ,  h o u s e s  a n d  g a r -

r lens  bu t  a lso  every th ing

f ' ro rn  h is  o rgan isa t ion 's

f l a g s  t o  c e r e m o n i a l

s rvo lds  and e \ .en  spor ts

w e a r ' .  " L o o k  h e r e , "  h e

The Unification Church
0f the Horean religious

maverick Moon Sun
Myung has been in tsuch
with l{hun Sa to estab-
lish churches inside his
territory.
srn i les  ho ld ing  a  pa i r  o f  boxer  shor ts  in  l ron t  o l  h im.

"N{y orvn clesign."

A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e .  h e  i s  n o  r e f i n e d  a r i s t o c r a t .  H i s

r n s t i c  b a c k g r o u n c l  a n c l  t o u g h  c h i l t l h o o d  a r e  e s p e -

c i a l i v  a p p a r e n t  r v h e n  h e  e a t s .  H i s  r n e a l s  a f  e  a l r n o s t

f r u g a l ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  s i r n p l e  S h a n  c u r r i e s  n t a d e  f r o m

c d i b l e  f o r e s t  f l o r v e r s .  s t r i p s  o f f r i e d  c h i c k e n  o r  p o r k ,

f e r m e n t e d  c a b b a g e ,  a n d  p o u n d e d  s o y - l - r e a n  c a k e s

r v i t h  h o t  c h i l l i e s .  H e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  s p i t s  o u t  a  c h i c k e n

bone on  the  f loor  anc l  o f ten  le ts  o f f  a  burD a f te r

f i n i s h i n g  h i s  m e a l .

Therc  i s  a lso ,  in  a  corne l  o f  h is  s i t t ing  roon l  -  o r

"o f f i ce" ,  as  he  pre fe ls  to  ca l l  i t  -  a  co l lec t ion  o f l veap-

ons  u .h ich  re f lec t  the  d i f fe ren t ,  con l l i c t ing  s ides  o f  h is

un ique persona l i t y :  cnrde ,  home-made Shan r i f les

are  p laced in  a  rack  bes ide  a  L iS- rnade N{ -16 ,  b ran t l -

ns11 ' ,  h i - tech  f tz i  rnach ine  guns  f ro rn  Is rae l  -  a r rd  an

Olympic -c lass  borv .  " I  love  archery . "  he  says .  "The



Until her death frsm Eancer only five months ago,
I{hun Sa's wife, Nang Ying, lived in e rented villa
in Sukhumvit Soi 71 in Bangkok.
prec is ion .  I  love  tc l  r ide  my horse  and shoot  a r rows a t

a  ta rge t .  I  love  horses  and a l l  sor ts  o f  l veapons. "

He das t res  o f f  in to  h i  s  bedroom -  to  reappear  \year -
ing  an  Arner ican  Smi th  and Wesson revo lver  in  a
g learn ing  lea ther  ho ls te r  a t tch t ,d  to  a  be l t  fu l l  o f  bu l -
le ts .  "L ike  a  corvboy ,  r lon ' t  you  th ink?"  he  chuck les .

H is  bar  a lso  revea ls  a  tas te  fo r  a  good l i fe  rvh ich  no

ord inary  Shan fa rmers  rvou ld  be  ab le  to  a f fo rd .  " I  love

brandy .  But  i t  shou ld  be  Tha i  b randy , "  Khun Sa says ,

add ing 'w i th  h is  usua l  g igg le ,  " ' Iha i  Regency ,  tha t ' s
grea t  s tu f f . "  That  s ta tement  may be  meant  to  p lease

h is  "cous ins" ,  as  he  ca l l s  the  Tha is  across  the  border .

re la t i ves  o f  Shan peop le .  But  there  is  a lso  a  l v ide

se lec t ion  o f  French Napo leon cognac.  Sorne o f  the
rnos t  expens ive  bo t t les  a re  p resents  f rom bus iness
contac ts  in  Tha i land,  Ta i rvan and Hong Kong.  Others

have been given to him by powerful mil i tary off icers

in  the  Far  Eas t ,  reputed ly  inc lu r l ing  genera ls  in  bo th

the  Tha i  and Burmese armies  -  o f f i c ia l l y  h is  enemies .

"Khun Sa is actual ly the most unlvanted of lvanted

men in the rvorld," admits a narcotics off icial in
Bangkok .  "The US ind ic tment  aga ins t  h im is  lud ic rous .

He 's  no t  on ly  e t t re rne ly  we l l -connected .  He 's  a lso  a
master survivor."

L ln t i l  her  death  f rom cancer  on ly  f i ve  rnonths  ago,
Khun Sa 's  l v i fe ,  Nang Y ing ,  l i r -ed  in  a  ren ted  v i l la  in
Sukhurnv i t  So i  71  in  Bangkok .  L ike  Khun Sa,  she rvas

a lso  a  ha l f -Shan,  ha l f -Ch inese orphan,  and they  rvere
rnar r ied  in  1954 rvhen bo th  o f  them were  twenty .  She
bore  h im th ree  daughters  and f i ve  sons ,  a l l  o f  whom
lvere  educated  abroad.

H is  favour i te  son,  Sam Hdng,  went  to  the  pres t ig ious
Ping Tung mil i tary academy in Taiwan and nolv heads
Khun Sa's mil i tary training school in Homring. Another
son s tud icd  bus iness  admin is t ra t ion  a t  a  co l lege in  the
tlnited States and looks after the family fortune.

He was perhaps  mar r ied  to  the  same lvoman fo r
fo r ty  years ,  bu t  he  l i kes  to  ta lk  about  the  many o ther
female "fr iends" who lveave in and out of his l i fe. The
t lS  ind ic tment  has  had on ly  l i t t le  e f fec t  on  Khun Sa 's
l i fe  in  Homr ing ,  bu t  an  impor tan t  ou tcome o f  i t  i s  tha t
he  can no  longer  t rave l  to  Tha i land as  f ree ly  as  be fore
-  and he  obv ious ly  misses  the  jo ie  de  v iv re  wh ich  he
en joyed in  the  pas t .

Drugs seldom corne up in conversations rvith Khun
S a ,  b u t  n i g h t c l u b s  a n d  w o m e n  d o .  S o  w h a t  i s  h e :  a
r u t h l e s s  d r u g  b a r o n ,  a  m i s u n d e r s t o o d  f r e e d o m
f igh ter ,  o r  a  fa i r l y  o rd inarv  mar r  l vho  happens to
have made h is  fo r tune ;n  a  I 'a ther  unor thodox  rvav?

F R I E N D S  I N  H I G H  P L A C E S
A b o v e  :  L o r d  a n d  L a d y  B r o c k e ! !  a !  h o m e .
B e l o w  :  T h e  R e v e r e n d  f l o o n  S u n  l 4 y u n g  o f  r h e  " M o o n i e s " .

"The ou ts ide  u-or ld  says  I 'm bad.  tsu t  rny  peop lc

accept  me as  a  leader  because they  can ' t  f ind  anyonc

e lse  rvho has  the  sarne  ab i l i t y  to  face  the  prob lems o f

the  Shans, "  says  Khun Sa.  " I f  mv death  rvou ld  be  a

so lu t ion  to  the  c l rug  prob le r r r ,  then I  deserve  to  c l ie .

But  the  drug  prob lem ex is ted  be fore  I  rvas  born  and

rv i l l  con t inue to  ex is t  a f te r  I  d ie .  Why c lon ' t  these
peop le  come here  and ta lk  to  me ins tead o f  t ry ing  to

hunt  rne  do lvn? I 'm lv i l l i ng  to  coopera te  rv i th  thern  to

f incl a solut ion to the ch'ug problt-.m in the Golden

Tr iang le . "

Seen in  a  d i f fe ren t  l igh t ,  Khun Sa is  the  u l t imate

s u c c e s s  s t o r y :  t h e  g a n g s t e r  w - h o  m a c l e  i t .  W h e r c

o t h e r  r v a r l o r d s  h a v e  f a i l e d  -  t h a t  i s ,  b e e n  k i l l e d  o r ,

i f  they  r ,vere  lucky ,  fo rced on t  o f  bus iness  -  Khun Sa

has surv ived and prospered.  Not  bad fo r  an  a lmost

i l l i t e r a t e  o r p h a n  f r o r n  H p a - p e r n g  v i l l a g e  o n  t h e

op ium rnounta in  o f  Lo i  N ' Ia rv .


